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SUBJECT: MALIAN AMBASSADOR REQUESTS MILITARY ASSISTANCE: 
PARACHUTES AND TRAINING 

SUMMARY: MALIAN AMBASSADOR SIMA SOUGHT MEETING WITH 
AEAV DIRECTOR TO REQUEST US MILITARY PARACHUTES AND 
TRAINING EOR PILOTS AND MECHANICS. WE OUTLINED DIF- 
EICULTIES, AND OEEERED TO CONSIDER REQUEST AS SOON AS 
MORE PRECISE INEORMATION IS EORTHCOMING. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . AMBASSADOR SIMA OE MALI CALLED AT HIS REQUEST ON 
AEAV DIRECTOR JULY 1. COUNTRY OFEICER ATTENDED MEETING. 

2. SIMA SAID THAT JUST BEFORE TAKING UP NEW DUTIES 

AS AMBASSADOR LATE LAST YEAR HE HAD MADE ROUNDS OE 
MALIAN MINISTRIES AND HAD BEEN TASKED BY DEEENSE MINIS- 
TRY WITH MAKING AN APPROACH TO THE USG ON A MATTER OE 
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SPECIAL INTEREST - THE NEED EOR REPLACEMENT PARACHUTES 
AND FOR MILITARY TRAINING ESPECIALLY FOR PILOTS AND 
MECHANICS. SIMA HAD WAITED UNTIL THE NEW US ADMINISTRA- 
TION WAS FIRMLY IN PLACE AND NOW FELT TIME WAS APPRO- 
PRIATE TO BROACH SUBJECT WITH US BEFORE SUBMITTING A 
DIPLOMATIC NOTE. SIMA SAID HIS COUNTRY WAS TURNING TO 
US FOR THIS REQUEST BECAUSE MAJOR ELEMENTS OF MALI'S 
AIR FORCE, INCLUDING PARACHUTE BATTALION, WERE 
INITIALLY TRAINED AND EQUIPPED BY THE US. THE EXISTING 
STOCK OF MILITARY PARACHUTES WAS NOW OLD AND DETERIORA- 
TING. THE TRAINING NERDS IN SPECIALIZED AND TECHNICAL 
AREAS AROSE BECAUSE THE MALIAN MILITARY ACADEMY 
COVERED ONLY GENERAL SUBJECTS. 

3. WE REPLIED THAT IT IS OUR GENERAL POLICY TO PROVIDE 
PILOT TRAINING ONLY WHEN IT IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE SALE 
OF US AIRCRAFT. LOGISTICS AND MANAGEMENT COURSES WOULD 
SEEM MORE APPROPRIATE. BUT IN ANY EVENT MORE SPECIFIC 
INFORMATION ON TRAINING DESIRED WOULD BE NECESSARY IF 
WE ARE TO GIVE THIS CONSIDERATION. WE ASKED SIMA 
WHETHER THE DEFENSE MINISTRY HAD RAISED THIS MATTER WITH 
SIMA SINCE THE AMBASSADOR'S ROUND OF CONSULTATIONS 
BEFORE COMING TO WASHINGTON. SIMA RESPONDED THEY HAD, 

BUT HE HAD CAUTIONED WAITING UNTIL THE NEW ADMINISTRATION 
WAS SETTLED. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 158083 

4. WE SAID THAT WHILE WE WOULD EXPLORE THE SITUATION, 

THE NEW USG ADMINISTRATION TAKES A CAUTIOUS APPROACH 
TO MILITARY ASSISTANCE, AND REQUESTS FOR TRAINING AS 
WELL AS FOR ARMS ARE EXAMINED VERY CAREFULLY. IN 
ADDITION, HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS ARE TAKEN INTO 
ACCOUNT. WE SUGGESTED THAT SIMA NOT SEND A DIPLOMATIC 
NOTE UNTIL WE HAVE A CHANCE TO REVIEW THE ISSUES 
INVOLVED. WE NOTED THAT WE HAD A MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
RELATIONSHIP WITH MALI BEFORE THAT COUNTRY'S BORDER 
DISPUTE WITH UPPER VOLTA, AND ASKED IF THIS IS NOW 
DEFINITELY SETTLED. SIMA INSISTED THAT IT IS. HE 
REFERRED TO AN EXCHANGE OF SENIOR OFFICIAL VISITS BY 
THE TWO NATIONS IN 1975, AND SAID THE MATTER WAS IN ANY 
EVENT FORMALLY SETTLED AT THE RECENT ABIDJAN CEAO MEETING 
WHERE A MUTUAL NON-AGGRESSION PACT WAS ADOPTED. BOTH 
MALI AND UPPER VOLTA ARE CEAO MEMBERS. SIMA ASSERTED 
THAT MALI HAD ABSOLUTELY NO DIFFICULTIES WITH ANY OF 

ITS NEIGHBORS. MALI'S NEEDS WERE TO REPLACE UNSAFE 
PARACHUTES AND TO GET SPECIALIZED TRAINING NOT 
AVAILABLE IN MALI - NOTHING ELSE. 

5. WE POINTED OUT THAT SOME OF MALI'S NEIGHBORS, SUCH 
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AS SENEGAL AND IVORY COAST, HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT 
FOREIGN MILITARY WEAPONS INTRODUCED INTO MALI. SIMA 
SAIDTHAT THERE HAVE BEEN SEVERAL RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
WHICH CAST A NEW LIGHT ON THE SITUATION - THE ABIDJAN 
CEAO PACT, THE SHABA DEVELOPMENTS, MALTS COOPERATION 
WITH MAURITANIA REGARDING THE USE OF MALIAN TERRITORY 
BY THE POLISARIO, AND THE CURRENT OAU SUMMIT, WHERE 
IT IS POSSIBLE THAT A RESOLUTION ON EXTERNAL THREATS 
TO THE AFRICAN CONTINENT MIGHT BE ADOPTED. HIS DEMARCHE 

WAS NO REFLECTION OF ANY CURRENT PROBLEM OR SITUATION. 

6. IN RESPONSE TO OUR QUESTION ABOUT EXTENSION 

AND IMPROVEMENTS OF AIRFIELDS IN MALI BY THE SOVIETS, 
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SIMA SAID THAT AS A LANDLOCKED AND RELATIVELY LARGE 
AFRICAN COUNTRY, MALI NEEDS AIRFIELDS. THESE ARE AN 
IMPORTANT PART OF HIS NATION'S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
PLANS, AND MOST OF THOSE BEING EXTENDED ARE NOT RPT 
NOT MILITARY AIRFIELDS. 

7. WE WONDERED ABOUT THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 
OF MALIAN MILITARY PERSONNEL WHO MIGHT BE CONSIDERED 
FOR TRAINING. SIMA RESPONDED THAT HE THOUGHT AN 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LABORATORY FOR MALLS MILITARY HAD BREN 
UNDER WAY AT ONE TIME. HE WAS NOT SURE IF IT HAD 
ACTUALY BEEN SET UP OR NOT, BUT IN ANY EVENT, HE 
THOUGHT ALTERNATIVE ARRANGEMENTS COULD BE MADE FOR 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TRAINING IN US INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS 
GEORGETOWN. 

8. WE CONCLUDED THAT BEST COURSE WOULD BE FOR US TO 
CHECK INTO MALIAN REQUEST. WE WOULD EXAMINE THE BACK- 
GROUND.OBSTACLES, AND POLICY CONSIDERATIONS, AND WOULD 
INFORM OUR AMBASSADOR IN BAMAKO. WE WOULD LET SIMA 
KNOW THE RESULTS OF OUR SURVEY BY THE END OF NEXT 
WEEK. SIMA AGREED, NOTING THAT SINCE HE HAD INITIATED 
THIS ACTION HE WOULD EXPECT FUTURE DISCUSSIONS TO TAKE 
PLACE IN WASHINGTON IN ADDITION TO ANY BETWEEN THE US 
EMBASSY IN BAMAKO AND THE GOVERNMENT OF MALL 

9. COMMENT: AMBASSADOR SIMA WAS NOT ARMED WITH 
DETAILED BACKGROUND INFORMATION OR PRECISE INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR HIS DEMARCHE. IT SEEMED TO US THAT HE WAS CHARGED 
WITH MAKING PRELIMINARY SOUNDINGS TO GET OUR REACTION 
TO LONG-EXPECTED MALIAN REQUEST FOR RESUMPTION OF FMS 
PROGRAM. 
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10. EOR EMBASSY BAMAKO: WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ASSESS- 
MENT OE AMBASSADOR SIMA'S REQUEST AND YOUR VIEWS ON 
HOW HIS DEMARCHE MIGHT BE UTILIZED TO PROMOTE US 
INTERESTS IN MALI. 

1 1 . EOR INFO MISSIONS: WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR COMMENTS 
ON PROBABLE HOST GOVERNMENT REACTION TO ANY RESUMPTION 
OP US MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM TO MALI OP THE ORDER 
PROPOSED BY AMBASSADOR SIMA. 

VANCE 
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NNN 
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